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(2) The provisions of the following 
sections apply to grantees operating 
the combination program option: 
§ 1306.32(b) (2), (5), (6), (7) and (9). 

(3) If a grantee operates a double ses-
sion or a full day variation, it must 
meet the provisions concerning double- 
sessions contained in § 1306.32(c)(1) and 
(3) and the provisions for the center- 
based program option’s full day vari-
ation found in § 1306.32(d). 

(c) Requirements for home visits: (1) 
Home visits must last for a minimum 
of 1 and 1⁄2 hours each. 

(2) The provisions of the following 
section, concerning the home-based 
program option, must be adhered to by 
grantees implementing the combina-
tion program option: § 1306.33(a) (4) and 
(5); and § 1306.33(b). 

§ 1306.35 Family child care program 
option. 

(a) Grantee and delegate agency imple-
mentation. Grantee and delegate agen-
cies offering the family child care pro-
gram option must: 

(1) Hours of operation. Ensure that the 
family child care option, whether pro-
vided directly or via contractual ar-
rangement, operates sufficient hours to 
meet the child care needs of families. 

(2) Serving children with disabilities. (i) 
Ensure the availability of family child 
care homes capable of serving children 
and families with disabilities affecting 
mobility as appropriate; and 

(ii) Ensure that children with disabil-
ities enrolled in family child care are 
provided services which support their 
participation in the early intervention, 
special education, and related services 
required by their individual family 
service plan (IFSP) or individual edu-
cation plan (IEP) and that the child’s 
teacher has appropriate knowledge, 
training, and support. 

(3) Program Space-indoor and outdoor. 
Ensure that each family child care 
home has sufficient indoor and outdoor 
space which is usable and available to 
children. This space must be adequate 
to allow children to be supervised and 
safely participate in developmentally 
appropriate activities and routines 
that foster their cognitive, socio-emo-
tional, and physical development, in-
cluding both gross and fine motor. 

Family child care settings must meet 
State family child care regulations. 

(4) Policy Council role. The Policy 
Council must approve or disapprove the 
addition of family child care as a Head 
Start or Early Head Start program op-
tion. When families are enrolled in the 
Head Start or Early Head Start family 
child care program option, they must 
have proportionate representation on 
the Policy Council or policy com-
mittee. 

(b) Facilities—(1) Safety Plan. Grant-
ees and delegate agencies offering the 
family child care program option must 
ensure the health and safety of chil-
dren enrolled. The family child care 
home must have a written description 
of its health, safety, and emergency 
policies and procedures, and a system 
for routine inspection to ensure ongo-
ing safety. 

(2) Injury prevention. Grantee and del-
egate agencies must ensure that: 

(i) Children enrolled in the Head 
Start family child care program option 
are protected from potentially haz-
ardous situations. Providers must en-
sure that children are safe from the po-
tential hazards posed by appliances 
(stove, refrigerator, microwave, etc). 
Premises must be free from pests and 
the use of chemicals or other poten-
tially harmful materials for control-
ling pests must not occur while chil-
dren are on premises. 

(ii) Grantee and delegate agencies 
must ensure that all sites attended by 
children enrolled in Head Start and 
Early Head Start are equipped with 
functioning and properly located 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. 

(iii) Radon detectors are installed in 
family child care homes where there is 
a basement and such detectors are rec-
ommended by local health officials; 

(iv) Children are supervised at all 
times. Providers must have systems for 
assuring the safety of any child not 
within view for any period (e.g. the 
provider needs to use the bathroom or 
an infant is napping in one room while 
toddlers play in another room); 

(v) Providers ensure the safety of 
children whenever any body of water, 
road, or other potential hazard is 
present and when children are being 
transported; 
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(vi) Unsupervised access by children 
to all water hazards, such as pools or 
other bodies of water, are prevented by 
a fence; 

(vii) There are no firearms or other 
weapons kept in areas occupied or ac-
cessible to children; 

(viii) Alcohol and other drugs are not 
consumed while children are present or 
accessible to children at any time; and 

(ix) Providers secure health certifi-
cates for pets to document up to date 
immunizations and freedom from any 
disease or condition that poses a threat 
to children’s health. Family child care 
providers must ensure that pets are ap-
propriately managed to ensure child 
safety at all times. 

(c) Emergency plans. Grantee and del-
egate agencies offering the family child 
care option must ensure that providers 
have made plans to notify parents in 
the event of any emergency or un-
planned interruption of service. The 
provider and parent together must de-
velop contingency plans for emer-
gencies. Such plans may include, but 
are not limited to, the use of alternate 
providers or the availability of sub-
stitute providers. Parents must be in-
formed that they may need to pick the 
child up and arrange care if the child 
becomes ill or if an emergency arises. 

(d) Licensing requirements. Head Start 
programs offering the family child care 
option must ensure that family child 
care providers meet State, Tribal, and 
local licensing requirements and pos-
sess a license or other document certi-
fying that those requirements have 
been met. When State, Tribal, or local 
requirements vary from Head Start re-
quirements, the most stringent provi-
sion takes precedence. 

[73 FR 1296, Jan. 8, 2008] 

§ 1306.36 Additional Head Start pro-
gram option variations. 

In addition to the center-based, 
home-based, combination programs, 
and family child care options defined 
in this part, the Director of the Office 
of Head Start retains the right to fund 
alternative program variations to meet 
the unique needs of communities or to 
demonstrate or test alternative ap-

proaches for providing Head Start serv-
ices. 

[73 FR 1296, Jan. 8, 2008] 

§ 1306.37 Compliance waiver. 
An exception to one or more of the 

requirements contained in §§ 1306.32, 
1306.33, 1306.34, and 1306.35 will be 
granted only if the Director of the Of-
fice of Head Start determines, on the 
basis of supporting evidence, that the 
grantee made a reasonable effort to 
comply with the requirement but was 
unable to do so because of limitations 
or circumstances of a specific commu-
nity or communities served by the 
grantee. 

[73 FR 1296, Jan. 8, 2008] 

PART 1308—HEAD START PRO-
GRAM PERFORMANCE STAND-
ARDS ON SERVICES FOR CHIL-
DREN WITH DISABILITIES 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
1308.1 Purpose. 
1308.2 Scope. 
1308.3 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Disabilities Service Plan 

1308.4 Purpose and scope of disabilities serv-
ice plan. 

Subpart C—Social Services Performance 
Standards 

1308.5 Recruitment and enrollment of chil-
dren with disabilities. 

Subpart D—Health Services Performance 
Standards 

1308.6 Assessment of children. 
1308.7 Eligibility criteria: Health impair-

ment. 
1308.8 Eligibility criteria: Emotional/behav-

ioral disorders. 
1308.9 Eligibility criteria: Speech or lan-

guage impairments. 
1308.10 Eligibility criteria: Mental retarda-

tion. 
1308.11 Eligibility criteria: Hearing impair-

ment including deafness. 
1308.12 Eligibility criteria: Orthopedic im-

pairment. 
1308.13 Eligibility criteria: Visual impair-

ment including blindness. 
1308.14 Eligibility criteria: Learning disabil-

ities. 
1308.15 Eligibility criteria: Autism. 
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